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\ Friday, May 3. |; I7136 


WHE Perplesities and Diverfions, recounted 
_ in thefollowing Letter, are reprefented with 


fome pleafantry ; thall therefore make this 
. Epiftle the Entertainment of theDay, 


Nestor IRONSIDE, E/7; 


HE time of going into the Countty drawing 
= © near, I am extremely enlivened with the a- 
le Memorial of every Thing that contri- 


‘ € buted to my Happinefs when [ was laft there. In 


¢ the recounting of which, I fhall not dwell fomuch 


¢ upon the Verdure of the Fields, the Shade of 
Woods,:the Trilling of Rivulets, or Melody of 


¢ Birds, .as upon fome particular Satisfa@ions, which, 
¢ though not merely Rural, muft naturally create 


6 a Defire of feeing that Place, where only | have . 
met with them. As ‘to my Paflage I fitall make 
¢ no other mention, than of the Pompous Pleafure 


«of being whirl’d along with fix Horfes, theeafie 
r of Lolling in. an handfom Chariot, the 
¢ Reciprocal Satisfaction the Inhabitants of all 
¢ Towns and Villages received from, and returned 
¢ to Paflengers of fuch Diftin@tion. The Gentle 
« man’s Seat (with whom, among others, J hadthe 
« Honour to go down) is the ains of an ancient 


- ¢ Caftle, which has faffered very much forthe Loy- 


alty cf itsInhabitants. The Ruins-of the fereral 


Turrets and. Strong-Holds, Imagination 
we traverfed the Outworks about the Cattle, 


« more pleafant Exercife than the mo 
¢ Stru@ure could do, as |} look upon the honoura- 


ble Wounds of a defaced. Soldier with more Ve- 


« neration than the moft exa& proportion of a beau- 
¢ fal: Woman. As this Defolation .renewed in 
« me a general Remembrance of the Calamities of 


the late Civil Wars, I began to.grow defirous to 
know the Hiftory of the particular Scene of AG@i- 
of in this Place of my Abode. | here muft befeech 
. © you not to think me tedious in mentioning a cer- 
6 tain Barber, who for his of. 
Things and dager Boy had in equal Eftima- 
. © tion with any of that 
¢ This Perfon was allowed .to be the beft Hiftorian 
upon the my Tale will 
difeover, that I did chufe him 


© ds ‘he calls it, the moft Authentick Relations of 


“which, thro’ all parts of the Town, are. derived 


(Price Two Pence.) 


.* off my E 


© Demolition of this Caftle, This, ‘as alt other his . 
‘much for - 
- -€ the foft Touth of his Hand, as his, Abilities to en- 
© tertain me with an Account of the Leaguer Time, 


: 


thisPerfon. I found him, indeed, extremely 


* Loquatious, but withal a Man of as much YVera- 
© city as an Impetuous Speaker could be. The 
* firit time he came to Sheve me, before he applied 


his Weapon to’ my Chin, he gave mea flourith 
* with it, very like the Salutation the Prize-fighters 


* give the Company with theirs, which made me 
¢ — lncifien would as certainly enfue. The 
© Dexterity of this Overture confifts in playing. the 
© Razor,with 4nimble,Wriff, mighty near the Nofe 
© without touchi g it convincing him therefore of 
* the dangerous Confequence of fuch an unnecef- 
* fary Agility; with much Perfuafion | fupprefied it. 
‘ During the perufal of my Face, he gives me fuch 
* Accounts of the Families in the Neighbourhood, 
‘ as Tradition and his own Obfervation have tur- 


nifhed him with. Whenever the precipitation of 
* his Account makes him blunder, his cruel Right- 
© Hand correfponds, and the Razor difcovers on 
* my Face, at what part of it he was in the peacea- 
© ble, and at what part in the blpody Incidents of — 


‘ his Narrative. But I had long before learned to 
* expofe my Perfon to any. Difficulties that mighe 
‘tend. to the Improvement of. my Mind. His 
‘ Breath, I faund, was very Peftilential, and being 
* obliged ta utter a great deal of it, for the carry- 
* ing on his Natrations, I befeeciitd him, before he 


© came into my Room, to go int the Kitchen and 
_*© mollifie it with a Breakfafl. When he‘had taken 
d, with part of my Face, and-drefled 


* my Wounds in the Capacity of a Barber-Sargeon,. 


* where I received particular Information in what 


* Places any of Note among the:Befiegers, or the - 
Befieged, received any Wound, and [ wascarried 
_* always to the very Spot where the Fa@ was done, 
_* howfoever dangerous (Scaling; part of the Walls, 

* or ftumbling over loofe Stones) my Approach to. - 


‘ fuch Place might be, it being conceived impofii- 


ble to arrive ata true Knowledge ofthofe Matters, 
© without this hazardous Explanation upon them; 
that I-received more Contufions fram - 

efe. Sp 


culations, than probably could have 
ad I been the oft bold Adventurer at the 
* Informations, the Barber fo hened and: huf- 
* banded with Digreffions, that he had always fome 


© ching newto offer, wifely concluding, that when, 
* he had finithed the Part of an Hiftorian, I thould | 


* have no occafion for hig as a Barber. ais 
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